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in the teeth of Irish opposition, but Ministers were much blamed by their supporters for having failed to discover the state of Irish feeling before exposing themselves to this rebuff. This occasion must be noted as one of the landmarks in the development of the Irish question.   In a letter to the Prime Minister, Mr. Birrell pointed to the combination of the clergy and the new independent National movement which called itself " Sinn Fein*' (Stand by Ourselves) as equally threatening to the Government and to the Irish Parliamentary party.   The Irish parliamentary leaders, he said, were now in a tion in which the slighest appearance of yielding an iota -he full Irish demand would be instantly fatal to them, entire parliamentary party would be "kicked out" if ion gained ground that they were conniving at the c British Liberals on Home Rule.   It had not till le minds of either of the British parties that the Cement of the Irish question and the suspicion vdvocates of Home Rule were weakening in 1ead to an extreme movement which would lity for a more drastic settlement.   But the ionaHsts were now beginning to point out years had elapsed since Mr. Gladstone intro-Dme Rule Bill, and that so far from progress de towards Parliamentary Home Rule, the rty had gone to the recent election unpledged L step in advance. "Many voices were already theme in the year 1907.
